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What is Common Core?

here has been a lot of talk

about the Common Core

State Standards in the last

couple of years, yet most
parents dont seem 1o know
exactly what it is or what it means
for their children. As we know,
there has not been much
consistency in what students leamn
across the country as each state
had its own standards. The
Common Core is really an effort
o provide consistency and clarity
to what students need to learn in
grades K-12 by clearly defining a
set of standards in math and
English language arts.

The goal of Common Core is o
provide a consistent  core
curriculum to all students in the
U.S. which would supply them with
the skils and knowledge to
succeed in colleges and careers.
Since its inception in 2010, 45 of
the 50 states have adopted the
Common Core State Standards.
At the moment, the standards
have been established for math
and English language arts only.
Currently, there is no plan to
develop standards for other
subjects. So how does the
Common Core change what kids
are leamning in school?

First of all, the bar has been
raised with the Common Core
because it was created to be
competitive with the top
performing states as well as top
performing countries around the
globe. The Common Core is
more rigorous both in content and
skills.  And, yes, there will be
assessments  based on  the
Common Core, scheduled to be
available in the 2014-2015 school
year.

U.S. students have not performed
as well as students in other leading
countries  for many  years,
particularly in math. The criticism
has been that the U.S. math
curriculum is too broad and
scattered - students skim through
many skills but do not perfect any
skils.  Thus, the Common Core
focuses on fewer topics but delves
deeper in each. Also, students will
be introduced to various concepts
in earlier grades. For example,
fractions will be infroduced in first
grade, and variable equations will
be introduced in third grade.
However, not everyone agrees
with the set of standards in the
Common Core.
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Embracing the Digital World

Gil Choi

he world is changing

ever so quickly these

days. | was born - it

seems many ages ago —

before there were
computers, cell phones, iPads,
and  ebooks. Life was much
different, simpler and slower. We
used public phones, listened 1o
cassette tapes, and borrowed
books from the library. We went 1o
school and learned mostly with
books. It seems likely that
children will now be learning with
tablets, not books.  In time, they
may not even go to schools but
study at home in virtual schools
like many of the home-schooled
kids. Yet change isnt necessarily
bad, and some of the changes
may be for the better. In the field
of education, | believe that new
technology may help us improve
the effectiveness of education
greatly.

We have been teaching children
in fraditional classrooms for
hundreds of years, and not much
has changed in that time. We
have questioned the
effectiveness of such education
for many decades because
many of our students simply did
not leamn as much as we thought
they should have and weren't

prepared for colleges or careers.
At the root of the persistent
problem is the fact that all
students in a classroom learn the
same things at the same pace,
and that they go up in grades
whether they have leamed
necessary skills or not.  That is why
we often see a 12th grader with a
5th grade math ability.  And this
has been a problem that we
havent been able o solve for
decades. We know of the solution
— that is, each student studying at
his or her own pace and
progressing to the next level only
when all the previously learned
skills have been mastered.

New technology will finally enable
us to individualize the study
programs based on needs and
ability, and Qssess the
performance of each student
objectively. In other words, it
enables us o have a class of 25
students working individually based
on their specific needs, ability, and
pace. And they will only progress
to the next set of skills when they
have understood what they have
learned. It is a simple concept,
but not as easily implemented in
real classroom seftings. New
technology allows us to build and
implement effective online

Gl Choi, Senior Vice President of
JEI Self-Learming Systems, Inc.

curriculum  that  enables  self-
paced and self-directed leaming.
It also enables the evaluation ool
which ensures every student has
leamed all of the skils and
concepts. Itis a great new world,
the digital world.

Life wasnt as convenient or
comfortable in the past although |
would like to think there was more
of the romantic quality to it
Whether we like it or not, we don't
go back in life, only forward. So
we, sooner or later, will need to
embrace the digital age that is
upon us, and hopefully, solve
some old problems with new
technology. There is a great
potential for success in education.

JE|I FACEBOOK FAN GIVEAWAY!

“Like” JEI Learning Center’s page at
hitps://www.facebook.com/jeilearningcenter
and share the post for a chance to win a
16GB white iPad mini when we reach... m

1,000 u5
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BRIEFS

Free Apple iPads
for 720,000 Students

The Los Angeles Unified School
District (LAUSD) will be giving out

free iPads, pre-loaded with
educational applications, by late
2014. As part of the $1 bilion
project, LAUSD has started rolling
out Pads in a limited pilot.
Broadacres and Cimarron
Elementary in Hawthorne became
the first o receive the devices.

(By 'Los Angeles Times”, 06/2013)

Microsoft Gives
Out Free Tablets

The new "Bing for Schools”
initiative delivers schools with free
Surface tablets that are free from
ads and adult content. Microsoft
aims for an image boost in the
education technology market,
competing with the giants Apple
and Google. The new Bing
experience will be brought to over
800,000 students.

(By "PC World”, 08/2013)

Education Sector
Worth $4.4 Trillion

A new report by the London-
based investment bank IBIS
Copital ~ states  the  global
education market is now worth
$4.4 tilion and is set fo grow
immensely over the next five
years. The fastest-growing sector,
not surprisingly, is e-leaming,
which is expected to grow about
23 percent by 2017.

(By "Education Week”, 02/2013)

States Spend

Less Per Student

A  September 2013  study,
released by the U.S. Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities,
discovered that schools in 34
states will deliver less funding per
student than in 2008, a lingering
effect of the recession. Education
is still struggling to return o pre-
recession levels, having faced
cuts of up to $900 per student. In
an effort to cope, 54% of school

districts have increased class
sizes, with administrators
predicting more class size

increases in years to come.
By "Time”, 09/2013)

“A Better Life Through
Better Education”

Fast Facts /

Out of 1.4 billion students on Earth, 5.3%
are in the U.S. which is 74.1 MILLION.

47%

5.3%

Out of those 74.1 million students,
47% are in pre-k to 8t grade.

With 3.7 MILLION full-time elementary

and secondary school teachers, the
student-teacher ratio in the U.S. is 20:1.

20:1
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of Mathematics (NCTM), which has
been publishing its own standards
for many years, disagrees with the
Common Core’ s heavy focus on
fractions, suggesting that
competence in using decimals is
equally important.,

Just lke in  math, English
language arts curiculum will be
more focused and in depih.
Students are asked to read more
complex materials that include
classic myths, stories fromm around
the world, foundational U.S.
documents, American literature,
and  Shakespeare. In  lower
grades, equal importance s
placed on literature and
informational text. However, as
grades go up., the emphasis is
more on informational text. In
reading, students wil need to
demonstrate their understanding
based on textual evidence and
analysis. They will need to write
opinions and arguments based on
text as well as narratives and
research pieces. The Common
Core dalso calls for literacy in
history, social studies, science,
and technical subjects because
students will need to write, speak,
and use language effectively in a
variety of contexts to prepare for
colleges and careers.

The Common Core does present
a shift in education for students in
grades K-12. The curricula in both
math and English language arts
will be more focused and in
depth. It will be more challenging
for most students. The Common
Core may not be perfect, and it
still needs to be implemented by
the states and teachers in the
classrooms. Nonetheless, it may
be a step in the right direction as
students in the U.S. try to compete
with those in different countries
and become the global leaders
of tomorrow.




JEI Essay Contest in November

JEl is proud to announce
its first-ever essay contest, held on
Saturday, November 9, 2013. The
contest will provide JEI members
and non-members alike a
chance to hone their essay-
writing skills for standardized tests.
The contest will be held onsite at
one of four major locations and
at some local centers as well.
Students will have one hour to
write an essay about a given
topic, which will be similar to

those found on the SATs and/or
college preparatory exams. There
will be two fopics—one for lower
grades and one for upper grades.
While students are competing,
parents are welcome to attend
our JEI parent seminar.

Prizes include an Apple iPad,
Samsung Galaxy Tabs, and
Bamnes & Noble gift cards. All
winners will receive custom
plagues and gift bags will be

given out to all participants just for
signing up and joining the event.

Please contact your local JEl
Center for more details. Interested
students should register by Nov. 2,
2013. Spaces are limited for the
contest, so be sure to sign up
soon!

For more information, please
email  lahq@jeilearning.com or
visit us at www.jeilearning.com.

Essay Contest Information

Date & Time
Entry Fee
Competition Venues

Saturday, November 9, 2013 at 9:30AM
$20 for JEI members, $30 for non-JEI members Grades 2-7
4 locations to be announced at www.jeilearning.com

Registration Deadline Saturday, November 2, 2013

To Register
Parent Seminar

Prizes

Please contact your local JEI Learning Center
Scheduled during the competition

Grand Prize: Apple iPad (1)

1st Place: Samsung Galaxy Tab (6)
>-00; 2nd Place:  $100 Barnes & Noble Giftcard (6)
1 — 3rd Place:  $50 Barnes & Noble Giftcard (6)

eSO
Gift Card__

Wwinners to be announced on Dec. 9, 2013 at www.jeilearning.com
Award plaques for all winners!

www . jeilearning.com

Gift bags for all participants!

Headquarters La Crescenta MA Princeton Junction  Merrick Canada
LA Mid-Wilshire Burlington East Rutherford Rego Park Calgary
Los Angeles, CA LA Wilton Somerset Coquitlam
Englewood Cliffs, NJ  Newark NJ Waldwick PA Edmonton
Pleasanton Warren Richmond Hill
Allentown
cen"e's San Diego a%ﬂ;]ng:.ﬂneslwick Wayne Quakertown Toronto
South San Jose Cherrv Hills North Vancouver
CA Union City Closgr NY ) Vancouver
Arcadia g Cresskill-Tenafly Auburndale
Walnut Creek Austin
Cerritos North Edison Bayside Katy-Richmond
Chico GA Edison-Piscataway Bensonhurst
Chula Vista Franklin Park Cliffon Park
Cupertino Suwanee Fort Lee Flushing
Encinitas IL Hillsborough Flushing Mall
Fremont Marlboro Great Neck
East Fremont Buffalo Grove Matawan Herricks
Fullerton Naperville Montgomery Kew Gardens
Ivine Schaumburg Paramus Latham

JEI Self-Leaming Systems, Inc. 4465 Wilshire Blvd., Ste. 302 Los Angeles, CA 90010 Tel.: (323) 936-3300

Learning Centers
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